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A message from our President
I hope all had a wonderful Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s enjoying with family and friends. The holidays 
are always bustling with activity and a feeling that there is 
never enough time to accomplish it all. I hope you had a 
chance to relax and enjoy the Season.  
Take a Sister to Brunch (a new concept this year) was a 
wonderful success and I would like to thank Debbie Whit-
lock for organizing such a great time for our religious sis-
ters, who are so very deserving of our recognition. Also, a 
special thanks to Fr. Clem and St. Matthew’s for always 
hosting and doing such a wonderful job. 
I am excited for our Inspirations Fashion Show on Feb-
ruary 5 and the Women of Faith/Women of Action Con-
ference on March 26. Our three special speakers have 
been waiting two years for this program to happen. I 
hope both events see more participation from our mem-
bers than ever before. We have been apart for too long. 
As we head into 2022, it is my prayer that we carry on our 
mission statement to support, empower, and educate all 
women in spirituality, leadership, and service. In a world 
that has been dark lately, let us all be the instrument that 
shines Christ’s light ever brightly. 

Thank you for all you do to make the Palm Beach Dioce-
san Council of Catholic Women the best in Florida! 
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PBDCCW MESSENGER
Empowering Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service

The Love of Christ Compels Us! 

-Doreeen Recco,  
PBDCCW President
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Spirituality

For the New Year, I invite you to have an attitude of grati-
tude, to pray daily, to read scripture, to meditate, to go to 
confession, to examine your conscience every night, and 
to practice the gift of presence – listening to the concerns 
of others. Prayer is putting yourself in the presence of 
God. That sounds strange, because we are always in the 
presence of God. He is always there. God is always 
present to us. But do we know that with all our hearts?  
A Bible study will put you in the presence of the Word of 
God, which is always fruitful. The “Bible in a Year” by As-
cension Press is free and can be heard online each day 
narrated by Fr. Mike Schmitz.  
The School of Christian Formation is up and running in 
January. This chair is teaching the Old Testament at St. 
Patrick Church in Palm Beach Gardens. You are all invited 
to sit with us as well. As we reflect on Jesus, we will find 
that we are called to action in the ways of love and com-
passion. As we grow in spirituality, we will find that we are 
taking on a servant leadership model, and serving others 
is something we do joyfully. The Holy Spirit propels us to 
this action and completes it in us. Come Holy Spirit. 
Please send me the hours of your parish Adoration 
Chapel. If you need meditation exercises, please let this 
chair know. Praying Lectio Divina on even one paragraph 
of scripture is so fruitful. Dear Father, give us the heart of 
Jesus.  
For contemplative Prayer, the onlinechapel.org is highly 
recommended. Sit with God and let everything go.  
May you be blessed this year of 2022! 
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-Patti Amann, PBDCCW 
Spirituality Chairman
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Leadership
 

Happy and Healthy New Year to you all! 

Your Leadership training team continues to be available to 
come out to your affiliations for a presentation, to answer 
questions, or to just guide your councils to be even 
stronger. 

We are starting the year off by visiting St. Patrick’s on Jan-
uary 12th. Part of the team will present the Rings of Coun-
cil Bake Shop cake presentation. This is a great way to 
help our members understand how the councils work to-
gether from the National level down to the affiliations lev-
el. We can visit your affiliations too! 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you need any help. 

Tammyccwfarr@gmail.com. 

Thank You and here’s to a fantastic 2022! 

Service
Important Reminder 
 
Our Hugs for the Homeless Collections are going on 
now in your various affiliations.  Here is the process: 

Each affiliation should be finished collecting by  
February 14th and turn their money into their Deanery 
Treasurer who in turn should write one check payable 
to PBDCCW and send to the PBDCCW Treasurer, 
Danielle Wymer, by March 1st.  
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-Tammy Farr, PBDCCW Lead-
ership Chairman

-Janice Downs, PBDCCW  
Service Chairman
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Deanery Presidents
	 “To Jesus through Mary and Joseph…Catholic women   
helping  others through Spirituality, Leadership and 
Service”- Millie DelGrosso 

As we begin anew in our upcoming council year let us 
give thanks for our todays and hopeful tomorrows. Our 
journey has not been easy one as we still grieve the loss 
of our beloved Millie.  God does have a plan for us as we 
continue to grow in our Faith, share in his Love and serve 
Him joyfully. 
We shall follow His plan as we prepare for our next Gen-
eral Meeting at St Bernadette’s on April 9th . Our guest 
speaker Erin Gleeson, from St. Patrick’s, will expound 
upon Carlos Acutis Eucharistic Miracles. We are also 
hopeful to have some visual displays of Carlos Acutis’ on 
loan from St. Helen to accompany her presentation. 
Our multitalented Vice President Ellen Elia has an exciting 
Brown Bag Bingo fundraiser on April 30 at Holy Family in 
Pt. St. Lucie. All of our affiliate Vice Presidents will be as-
sisting Ellen with this event.  
Our service chair Wendy Mack has us busy collecting 
needed baby items for the new Women’s Care Center in 
Ft. Pierce along with our PBDCCW service project Dress 
For Success. 
And YES Convention 2022!!  Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit may we continue to serve the Lord and his 
people- “let it be done according to your will “
Healthy, Happy New Year to all!

 

No report at this time. 
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You are never alone when 

left with God. 

-Anna Hernendez-Diaz, 
Southern Deanery Presi-
dent

 “To Jesus through Mary 
and Joseph…Catholic 
women   helping  others 
through Spirituality, 
Leadership and Service” 

-Roxy LaChance, 
ND President 
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We are the Bride! 

In this season of new beginnings, we are reminded that with 
the new year we will encounter highs and lows, opportuni8es 
and stumbling blocks. Let us remember as well that we are CCW 
Strong! Our amazing sisters in Council proved that last year 
when we all picked up the banner and ran with it. We forged 
ahead with our mee8ngs in person, being crea8ve with ini8at-
ing new fundraising ideas, suppor8ng chari8es and aBending 
Diocesan, Deanery, and affiliate mee8ngs throughout 2021. This 
endurance showed us the reality that we are survivors and are 
well equipped to overcome in any situa8on. I also witnessed 
the genuine love and support of members at all levels of Coun-
cil.  

Central Deanery is sponsoring “Miracles of the Eucharist” In-
terna8onal Exhibit at the Cathedral of St. Igna8us Loyola from 
February 19-27, 2022, weekends 9am-6pm and weekdays from 
9am-4pm and 6pm-8pm. Admission is free. There is a special 
Youth Night on February 18th with a presenta8on on Blessed 
Carlo Acu8s, a Millenial Saint from 6:30pm -8:30pm. All young 
people and their families are invited to this premier event. Fur-
ther details can be found on the PBDCCW.org website.  

We are touching lives, we are aBrac8ng new members, we are 
relentless in promo8ng our mission of empowering women in 
Spirituality, Leadership and Service like never before.  In all 
things, remember who you are – the Bride of Jesus the Christ, 
the Beloved of the Bridegroom. Carry that aBrac8ve bridal love 
with you always and spread the Good News!  I am CCW Proud 
of all of you and I will be standing side by side with you in 2022! 
Our next General Mee8ng is May 28 at the Cathedral Parish 
Hall, 9am-2pm. 
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We are the bride! 

-Dorothy Harper, Cen-
tral Deanery President
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PBDCCW Committee Updates
Florida Catholic Conference Catholic Days at the Capitol 
in Tallahassee Florida is February 1-3rd, 2022.  
Registration Deadline is January 14th.  Registration 
form and further information is available on our website 
PBDCCW.org 
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Legislation 

-Tersa Cecil, PBDCCW  
Legislation Chairman
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Save the Date! 
Palm Beach Diocesan 

Council of Catholic Women 
Inspirations Fashion Show and Luncheon 

Saturday, February 5th, 2022 ** 
11:00am-3:00pm 

Cost $55.00 per person 
Embassy Suites 4350 PGA Blvd. Palm 

Beach Gardens 
Fashions Presented by Rose Meyerowich 

For further details please visit  our  
PBDCCW.org website 
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Inspirations Fashion Show 

-Paula Barto and Doreen 
Recco, PBDCCW 
Inspirations Fashion Show 
Co-Chairmen
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Save the Date 
    Saturday, March 26,2022  

 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
RELAX! REFLECT! 

REJUEVENATE YOUR FAITH! 
Join us for the 

11th Annual Catholic Women of Faith,
Women of Action Conference

The Bishop of the Palm Beach Diocese, Bishop Gerald 
Barbarito, is inviting all Catholic women, high school age 
and older, to attend the 11th Annual Women of Faith, 
Women of Action Conference to be held in Royal Palm 
Beach at Our Lady Queen of the Apostles for a day of re-
flection, rest and relaxation.  The spiritual retreat will be 
presented by the Palm Beach Diocese Council of Catholic 
Women.  The day includes a continental breakfast, a tour 
of the church’s treasures and relics, Holy Mass with the 
Bishop, lunch, shopping at the church’s gift shop as well 
as many vendors, including the PBDCCW Boutique, and 
information tables about Diocesan ministries such as 
Catholic Charities and Vocations.  There will be three 
speakers from the Council’s top brass to reflect on their 
journeys’ as Catholic women to Catholic women of ex-
traordinary faith.  The retreat day is Saturday, March 26th 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and admission is $35.  
Come share the day with your Catholic sisters and be sure 
to invite someone who may need some spiritual rejuvena-
tion.  There will be priests available for confessions and 
the Adoration Chapel will be open all day.  Let this be 
your Spiritual “yes” during Lent.  Information is available 
on the PBDCCW.org website or you may ask your ques-
tions at pbdccw@gmail.com.  Sponsorships and adver-
tisements forms are available on the website which will 
appear in our program booklet to be distributed to each 
participant the day of the retreat.  Registration forms are 
available on the website as well.  We thank you for your 
support and participation. 
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Catholic Women of Faith, 
Women of Action 

Reunite in Love for One 
and another through 
Mary, Our lady of Good 
Counsel. 

Janet Richards and Donna 
Leonardo Women of 
Faith, Women of Action 
PBDCCW Committee 
Chairmen
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The ANNUAL SEMINARIAN LUNCHEON, will be held 
on Monday, May 16, 2022 at St. Matthew Church.  

This event is a special time to get together and greet and 
meet these young men after praying and supporting them 
throughout the council year.   

We begin the day with Mass celebrated by our Most Rev-
erend Bishop Gerald Barbarito and having many of our 
priests in attendance.  Mass is followed by an excellent 
lunch prepared by our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Clem  
Hammerschmitt.  
The rest of the afternoon is spent sharing with the Semi-
narians and hearing of their year of discernment preparing 
for their spiritual life as they are led towards their priestly 
formation. 
Now that we are in the new year, please remember  to 
“Save the Date” and go to our PBDCCW.org website for 
the registration form.  Early registration is always appreci-
ated.  Thank you. 

O Jesus, eternal High Priest,  
I pray for all seminarians, Your future priests.  
Give them humility, meekness, prudence, and a burn-
ing zeal for souls.  
Fill their hearts with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
Teach them to know and love the Church, that they 
may always and everywhere speak, act, and think with 
her.  
Teach them generosity and detachment from the 
things of this world.  
But above all, teach them to know You and love You, 
the one and only eternal priest.  
Good Shepherd of souls, hear this my prayer for saintly 
priests. Amen. 
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Seminarian Luncheon 

Come follow me and I will make 
you fishers of men.-Matt 4:19 

-Jean Waddington and Ann 
Kopp, Seminarian Luncheon 
PBDCCW Co-Chairmen
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At this time all parishes and schools in the Diocese of 
Palm Beach have been sent the new PBDCCW Scholar-
ship application, information letter and the pre-written ar-
ticle for parish bulletins. This has been accomplished with 
the help of Jenifer Trefelner who is the director of com-
munications for our Diocese. Jenifer has also promised to 
spread the word about our efforts in the Florida Catholic. 
Now we have two areas in which the committee needs 
your support: 1.) Please urge any eligible eighth grade 
young ladies to begin the application. You can download 
an application from the PBDCCW.org website; 2.) We 
need to ensure the availability of the funds to be able to 
present these awards.  As you know the number of CCW 
affiliates has declined.  We need to decide whether we 
need to plan for future fundraisers to avail us of these 
funds.  Presently we are requesting personal donations to 
be made in memory of a loved one.  I have designed a 
card through my American Greeting account.  It is 
promised that these acknowledgements will be printed in 
our 2022 Convention program. 
Perhaps we could consider diverting some of the pro-
ceeds fro the Women of Faith Conference to this end.  
Please offer your input and ideas. Thank you. 
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for Us! 
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PBDCCW Scholarship 

Christine Rodic and Becky 
Walters, PBDCCW 
Scholarship C0-Chairmen
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Calendar of  Events
      2021/2022 
   

February 2022
1-3 Catholic Days at the Capitol-Tallahassee, FL
5 Inspirations Fashion Show- Embassy Suites 

Palm Beach Gardens
12 Southern Deanery Board Meeting-Our Lady 

Queen of the Apostles
19 PBDCCW Winter Board Meeting-St. Helen, 

Vero Beach
27 Northern Deanery Winter Board Meeting-St. 

Lucie

March 2022
5 Southern Deanery Winter Board Meeting-St. 

Luke’s
26 Catholic Women of Faith/Women of Action 

Conference-Our Lady Queen of the Apostles

April 2022
9 Northern  Deanery  Spring  General  Meeting-

St. Bernadette
17 Have a Blessed Easter!
23 Southern Deanery Spring General Meeting-

t/b/d
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May 2022
16 Seminarian Luncheon-St. Matthew
28 Central Deanery Spring General Meeting-St. 

Jude Tequesta

June 2022
3 PBDCCW Summer Board Meeting-Cathedral 

of St. Ignatius Loyola
3&4 PBDCCW 2-day Convention-Double Tree 

Hotel PGA Blvd.
Mass at 11:00am at the Cathedral of St. 
Ignatius Loyola

4 President’s Breakfast (by invitation only)-
8:00am, Double Tree Hotel PGA Blvd 

My plans are not your plans,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my plans than 
your plans.  -Isaiah 55:8-9
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